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STATEMENT FROM NANCY FLOREEN 

ON FY06 OPERATING BUDGET 
They said it couldn’t be done.  Ever since I made the motion to set the Charter Limit as 

our budget goal last December, skeptics said we couldn’t both fund the services our residents 

need and expect AND keep the tax burden manageable. 

Today represents a watershed for this Council.  We all stepped back from our personal 

priorities to unanimously approve a budget that respects the taxpayers’ pocketbook while 

funding the services our residents have come to expect. 

Even after a rigorous review of the budget, we crafted impressive results; we are 

protecting existing infrastructure and maintaining the high-quality services that make this County 

so desirable.  At the same time, we held the line on taxes.  After all, what good are superior 

services if people can’t afford to live here and have access to them? 

These revenues will support the services that move this County forward, including: 

• Our world-class school system – We are giving MCPS over $100 million MORE than 

last year, funding 99.5% of their request.  This will fund both current programs and the 

new initiatives that the Superintendent and Board support.  This allows for the expansion 

of full-day kindergarten and continues our efforts to reduce class size.  We added 

assistant principals and ensured that our students will continue to get the outstanding 

education they deserve. 

• The safety net for our most vulnerable residents – We are expanding access to health care 

for the working poor with $3 million dedicated to families without health insurance.  We 
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 reduced waiting lists for critically-needed services such as home care, respite care, child care 

and rental assistance.  And we’re adding two new Linkages to Learning sites, to provide 

essential supports for low-income students and their families.   

• Transportation and mass transit initiatives – We added funding for infrastructure 

maintenance, included resources to buy 6 new CNG buses, and added over $3.5 million 

for road resurfacing and new sidewalks. 

• Parks – We are returning trashcans to the parks and added $600,000 to allow more park 

maintenance. 

I am very proud to say that this budget achieves a critical balance with a reduced tax rate, a 

homeowner’s tax credit, and an additional targeted tax credit for our most vulnerable property 

taxpayers.  My mail ran 50 to 1 for some tax relief, and we listened.  Critics said it was 

impossible for us to get to the Charter Limit without destroying the budget and affecting quality 

of life in the County, but those critics are quiet now. 

This has been a complicated and challenging process, but I am confident that the results 

justify all the hard work.  I would like to thank my colleagues and especially our superb staff for 

the extraordinary efforts they exerted.  It has been a long, hard road, but we’ve gone the extra 

mile for our residents.  I look forward to continuing our progress. 

 
# # # 
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